FORTY  THOUSAND  AGAINST  THE  ARCTIC

(3)  Your own biography.

(4)  Permission to go about,  take photographs and see
whatever 1 like.

(5)  Organization  of a  meeting with  exiled kulaks   and
permission to talk to them.

(6)  Your own suggestions for speedy acquaintance with the
town's life.

She smiled and handed me the note she had been
scribbling while reading Schmidt's letter. It said 'Per-
mission. The foreigner, Smolka, is to be admitted to all
parts of the port and factories and not to be stopped from
taking photographs.'

Then she shot out: That disposes of No. 4. As regards
i I shall let you know in due course. Re 2. I have no time
for an interview, and, besides, my idea of modern journalism
is not to interview chiefs, but to talk to people. Re 3,1 am
a Party worker and, as such, am anonymous. Re 5, if
there will be time there will be a meeting. Re 6, open
your eyes and ask anybody what you wrant to know.
Good-bye.'

'Wait a minute, wait a minute, that's all very nice.
But what is your position here? What does Politotdel
mean?' She tapped the inkpot nervously with her long
fingers. It was a miniature aeroplane, the pen stood in the
cockpit.

Tolitotdel means Politicheskqya Qtdelenya, political depart-
ment. Important organizations in Russia have such depart-
ments attached to them. They look after the spirit of the
workers, see to it that they understand what they are
doing and why, so that they should not work for the money
only but be conscious of their ownership of everything, and
the importance of our work of construction. There are
politotdels in railways, army, navy, air force, food industry,
film industry, and Glavsevmorput Good-bye.*
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